PAGE  
1

[image: image1.emf]
Wisdom of the Ancients
Natural Reason and the Pursuit of Truth

Part 2 of 2
John A. Cuddeback, Ph.D.

Some More Quotations from Plato and Aristotle
1) “And all things are ordered together somehow, but not all alike—both fishes and fowls and plants; and the world is not such that one thing has nothing to do with another, but they are connected. For all are ordered together to one end, but it is as in a house….” 
Aristotle Metaphysics XII.10 1075a17-20

2) “For teeth and all other natural things invariably or normally come about in a given way; but of not one of the results of chance or spontaneity is this true.” 
Aristotle Physics II.8 198b35

3) “Come, then, and let’s consider this: Is thee some function of a soul that you couldn’t perform with anything else, for example, taking care of things, ruling, deliberating, and the like? Is there anything other than a [human] soul to which you could rightly assign these, and say that there are its peculiar function?” 
Plato Republic I 353d

4) “Presumably, however, to say that happiness is the chief good seems a platitude, and a clearer account of what it is is still desired. This might perhaps be given, if we could first ascertain the function of man. For just as for a flute-player, a sculptor, or any artist, and, in general, for all things that have a function or activity, the good and the ‘well’ is thought to reside in the function, so would it seem to be for man, if he has a function. Have the carpenter, then, and the tanner certain functions or activities, and has man none? …  Now if the function of man is an activity of soul which follows from or implies a rational principle . . . human good turns out to be activity of soul in accordance with virtue, and if there are more than one virtue, in accordance with the best and most complete.”

Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics I.7 1097b23-1098a17

5) “This is indicated, too, by the fact that the other animals have no share in happiness, being completely deprived of such activity. For while the whole life of the gods is blessed, and that of men too in so far as some likeness of such activity belongs to them, none of the other animals is happy, since they in no way share in contemplation. Happiness extends, then, just so far as contemplation does, and those to whom contemplation more fully belongs are more truly happy, not as a mere concomitant but in virtue of the contemplation; for this is in itself precious. Happiness, therefore, must be some form of contemplation.” 
Nicomachean Ethics X.8 1178b23-32

6) “From every point of view, then, anyone who praises justice speaks truly, and anyone who praises injustice speaks falsely. Whether we look at the matter from the point of view of pleasure, good reputation, or advantage, a praiser of justice tells the truth, while one who condemns it has nothing sound to say and condemns without knowing what he is condemning.” 
Republic IX 589b. 

7) “… it is better for everyone to be ruled by divine reason, preferably within himself and his own, otherwise imposed from without, so that as far as possible all will be alike and friends, governed by the same thing.” 
Republic IX 590d

8) “The first mover, then, exists of necessity; and in so far as it exists by necessity, its mode of being is good, and it is in this sense a first principle. …  On such a principle, then, depends the heavens and the world of nature. And it is a life such as the best which we enjoy, and enjoy for but a short time….” 
Aristotle Metaphysics XII.7 1072b10-15
